The Bad News: Outdated Coverage Policies Limit Patients’ Access to Lifesaving Drugs
Insurance coverage has not kept pace with innovation in medicine and the growing trend towards orally
administered cancer treatment. Traditionally, intravenous (IV) and injected treatments have been the
primary methods of delivery, with coverage provided under a health plan’s medical benefit where the
patient is required to pay a small office visit co-pay.
Today, oral anticancer medications have become more prevalent, are the standard of care for many
types of cancer, and are often the only option for many cancer patients. Typically, oral anticancer
medications are covered under a health plan’s prescription benefit, where many times patients are
responsible for extremely high and unmanageable co-pays. This has created an enormous barrier
preventing patients from accessing orally administered drugs. According to a recent study published in
the Journal of Oncology Practice and American Journal of Managed Care, 10% of cancer patients failed
to fill their initial prescriptions for oral anticancer medications due to high out-of-pocket costs.

The Good News: 33 States plus D.C. Have Laws in Place to Fix This
In an effort to remove this barrier to life-saving cancer treatments, 33 states plus the District of
Columbia have implemented laws that require health plans currently covering cancer treatment, to
provide more equitable out-of-pocket costs for IV/injected anticancer medications and oral anticancer
medications.

1. Arizona (2014)1
2. California (2013)2
3. Colorado (2010)
4. Connecticut (2010)
5. Delaware (2012)
6. District of Columbia (2009)
7. Florida (2013)3
8. Georgia (2014)2
9. Hawaii (2009)
10. Illinois (2011)
11. Indiana (2009)
12. Iowa (2009)
1
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Law goes into effect in January 2016
Law goes into effect in January 2015

13. Kansas (2010)
14. Kentucky (2014)
15. Louisiana (2012)
16. Maine (2014)2
17. Maryland (2012)
18. Massachusetts (2013)
19. Minnesota (2010)
20. Missouri (2014)2
21. Nebraska (2012)
22. Nevada (2013)2
23. New Jersey (2012)
24. New Mexico (2011)
3

25. New York (2011)
26. Oklahoma (2013)
27. Oregon (2008)
28. Rhode Island (2013)
29. Texas (2011)
30. Utah (2013)
31. Vermont (2010)
32. Virginia (2012)
33. Washington (2011)
34. Wisconsin (2014)2

Law goes into effect in July 2014

What to do if an insurance plan does not comply:
Contact the State’s Insurance Department. Click here for contact information.
For more information, please contact Meghan Buzby at mbuzby@myeloma.org.

